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Conflict of Interest Policy 

 

The Massachusetts Bays National Estuary Program (MassBays) is a stakeholder driven organization 

that relies on the discussion and deliberation of a wide array of individuals to set program goals, 

develop specific work plans, and allocate resources.  As such, it is critical to the long-term success of 

the organization that the program make decisions in a fair and transparent manner, and that 

resources are managed and distributed in an equitable way.  MassBays staff, Management 

Committee members, contractors, grant recipients, and other partners must conduct themselves in 

a way that avoids actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest. 

 

Conflicts of interest may include the following: 

 

1) A party stands to receive a direct financial benefit from a matter under discussion, such as 

the development of tasks or projects to be funded by MassBays on which an individual may 

bid.  This includes subawards to the individual party, to an individual within the party’s 

organization, or to the party’s organization.  

 

2) A party has an outside interest that may be substantially affected by a matter under 

discussion by MassBays.  This includes the development of projects that may affect an 

individual’s personal property or other assets in which an individual has an interest. 

 

In these cases, or in other actual, potential, or perceived conflicts, it is the responsibility of the 

individual to recuse him/herself from participating in the discussion or budget negotiations.  It is 

up to the individual to make this determination and refrain from voting according to Section V(c) of 

the Massachusetts Bays National Estuary Program Management Committee Structure and 

Operating Procedures.  The MassBays Executive Committee may also determine, by consensus, that 

a conflict of interest has occurred, and take appropriate steps to ensure that the issue is resolved 

fairly. 

 

 

I, _________________________________ have read and understand MassBays’ Conflict-of-Interest Policy and 

agree to be bound by it. 

 
Signed:        Date:  
 
[printed:]    


